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Specches of Hon, M. Russe’{ Thayer
and Hon, Oharles ‘@Nelll,

ARSI oo it

Yeuterday we publishe’s the apeeches of Hon
W. D. Kelloy an® Hon. Leonard Myers in favor
of League Island. Today we present the
wpeeches of Messta, 'Thayer and O'Neill,

EPEEGH OF MR, THAYER.

The delegation from Poiladelphin bas aiready
secupled A vary large, an unusually Iaree, share
of the time of the House on this bill; but it
ghouk! be rememberad that this question axciies
very copsiderable interest in the city off Philn-
delphis—an interest which has {18 Joundstion
not in any sordid or unworthy mofive, but sim-

ly in n desire to promote the genernl welfare.
ghe people of Philadelphin believe, as regurds
the particulnr enterprise which is now the sub-
ject of consideration, the interests of Palladel-
phin are colncldent with those of the nntion
Philsdelphis does not come here for the purpose
of anking & gpeoial iavor at the hands ol the na-
sionnl Government, Sne e not here, cir, to beg
for n measure which will conduce to her own
aggrandizement.  She hus offered this valunble

roperty to the Government under the ronvie
ritm that ite acceptance by the government
would promote the welfare of the general Gov.
ernment, 1t 16 true that come incldental bene-
fits wonld result to the city oif Philadelphin from
the adoption of thix measure, By the removal
of the existing pavy yard it would very largely
add to the commercial docknee of the oliy,

It wounld incidentally conduce to the benefit
of the city ol Philadelphia by eventually bring-
ing into existence n large amount of proporty,
which would contribule to the payment of her
local burdens by the waxniion of ‘propertv which
is now exempt from it, It wonld be a benefit to
Philadeiphia by adding new sources of industry
and thrift to those which airendy engage
the labors and attention of the seven hundred
thousand souls that dwell within ber happy
conlines,

But those motlves are not selfish, No man
ean characterize those motives as unworthy,
They are motives founded in the public wellare
and benefit; and it the measure which is
the subject of agitation is found to be, as it 18
alleged by those who are most conversaut with
the u?u. ore which will benetit the nation al
Yarge, T euppose that no mwan will deduce any
arguwen! ugainst the expediency of the adop-
tion of that measure from the tact that the city
of Philadelphis may denive an iocidental benetit
from the eatablishment of this great work
withio her borders,

Bir, I digelaini, on the part of the city of Phila.
delphin, any motives less worthy than those to
which | have referred. She has never, eicher
:)5 her Representatives or in any other manner,

vocated any nationsl mensure upon the foot-
ing of her own private special benefit. Her
devotion to the national interest is traditional.
It commenced with the first inspiration of na-
tional life, gnd it has contivned with unabated
vigor and with unsunilied puority throngh all the
chances and changes which have characterized
the period that has intervened between that
day and the presen'. No, sir. Tspurn the im-

utation of any selish purpose on the part of
¢ eity of Philadelphia or her citizens in adyo-
vating the-passnge ot this mensure,

What origimally, 1 suppose, sugeested the fea-
¥ibility and the desurableness of this measure
was the fact of the insuflicient capacity of the
existing navy yard at Philadelphin. The present
navy yard occupies an area of some fliteen acres
of ground, a spuce which for many years past
has been found to be entirely inadequate for the
purpoeeg of the yard. The ¢ity hus grown com-
pacily down to the navy yard, whereas when it
wue originully established the yard was at a
coneiderable distance from the clty proper.

The navy yard now, to a certnin extent, ob-
elructs the growth of our city on its southern
line, for it cuts off the water front, Upon the
southern line of the city of Philadelphin this
property upon which the old navy yard is situ-
ated hus in proocess of time, by the approsch of
the city, which now completely envelopes i,
become of great value, and it was supposed that
it could be made of interest to the national Goy-
ernment to remove the existing yard from its
present site to League lsland.

The obvicus advantage ol such a removal
would be this:—In the first place, the Govern-
ment of the Unifed States could sell the old
Navy Yard property for a very large sum of
mones‘.dpmi ably for a sumn renging from & mil-
Vion and n half to two millions of dollars, of
such great value has that preperty become. It
was proposed to apply the proceeds of thet sale
to the improveément of the new yard at League
Island; and the city of Philadelphin, which
would, ot course, be proud to have a ereat lirsts
class navy yard fixed at that peint, and which
saw in the natural sdvaotages ol League Island
those features wlnch are mest req uisite "or such
a purpoge, purchased League Island at an ex-
pense of some three hundred thousand dollars,
and offered 1t to the national Government as the
site €l & new nuvy yard.

Now, gir, 1 do not know whether the fact of
the hiberality of Philadelphia in this respect may
nol have led to some degree of suspicion in re-

to the measure which i before us, Perhaps

f League [sland head been offered to the Govern-
ment b o price iuslead of huving been pur-
echased by Philadelphia ut an expense of $300,000,
sud freely and voluntarily offered to the Govern-
ment, this opposition might not have existed to
this ull. Suspicion, perbaps, may bave arisen
n\ealu{lr‘the very fact of the liberality of Phila-

phin,

But, eir, the city of Philadelphia purchased
Levpuedeland’at a great gxpense and they offered
At, and still offer i, 1o the General Government
a8 the site of the new muvy yard, The proceeds
of the old yard, a million ind a hall er two mil-
Yion dollars, which will be derived from the sale
©f ihat properiy, will be suilicient to commence,
s apy.rate, upon a sufficiently great scale the
improvement of the new site, "And when these
wdvantages were cowbined with fhe natural ad-
mntages presented by the (slaudj itself, it was
sipposed by the cliy of Philadelphia that the
itterests of the nation in this respect were fden-
thial with those of Philadelphia; it was supposed
byt the offer would be nocepted with alacrity
on the part of the general Governmest; that
they would rot turn their backs upon s proposi-
tienobviously ko advaatageous to the geuoral
Govgnment vpon any suggestion of an' inci-
dentd benefit Lo the eity of Pluladelphia.

Now, sir, the question, as was said yesterday
'byhe gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Le Blond),
who li s member ot the Committee on Naval

e, is principally whether you will aansfer
the existing navy yard at_Philadelphia from its
B:“mt ilte to the site at League Island. If you

ild & new navy yard olsew you must go
On with amual ‘appropristions for the exisnng
yard at Philadelphia, We have this years
x:ﬂbliﬁt«d $150,000 to that yard, and we shall

¥é to continue to keep it up. Nobody sug-
gests that we uhull abandon Philadelphis as one
ol the naval stavong of the United States,

Well nowh.«ir. i you estublish a mavy yard
elsewhere there will pe an additionsl burden
upon e country, for you will hava to appro-

lnte fortwo navy yards ingtead of one: whereas,
you s‘lmﬁlly trans'er the exisfine n:w yard at
Philadelphts from ils present locat'on to Lessue
mana,dvplﬂ: simply keep up w ‘naval station at
Philad ie; and we, who hold the pursestrings
:L"ll:im“w'! ntzlzy deal out our upprooriations
new statlon as generonsl i
as we please in the future, Toramtistedly
I'will not detnin the House by a dotuiled enu-
meration of all the advaniages which muay be
4 o favor, of this measure. But it
would perbaps uot be amiss for me to sum them
up in .hn,rl! way by & briel allusion to them,
B ordur. At uny rate, that the sttention of the
oune be called to them, eyen though it he
ayury B RLE Y,

In ‘the st place, these advantages have been
#el forth at great length, and dwelt upon with
£7eat emphasis, by the Secietary of the Nn:ﬁv.
‘abo 1 sup :‘h'uu!d be awarded at least the
eredit of diginterested patriotism upon this sub-
ieot, He s not a citizen of Philadelphin, or of
enneylyaning ho s notin any way so situnted
to be likely to ba influenced by Pennsylvania
nterests. He has acted in this muanner not only
disinterestedly, but, as we all know, to some
extent to his own disadvantage, inflsmuch as
the course which he has purgued has bronght
upon kim tho wrath of some of his own people,
But he has had, | have no doubt, a pertectly
clear and dieinterested judgment throughont

thie whole Inquiry, And the advantages ol

Leagus Island, which so loudly call upon the
Government for the adoption of this measure,
are very ferrely and satisiactorily summed up
by him ss follows:— "

«], It contains the requimte mmount of land.
There nre on the 18 nod four hundred and ninp acres
of what in called ‘fast land,” being high, dry, asd
Hiilabie. suscoptiole of use without embankment o
other prepuration; one hundred sna twwnty-loor
acresof marsh land east of Droad streot aod seventy.
seven nores wost ol Broad street, smbracing in the
agEiegate an aren of six hundred Wcres, Or MAr0
than five times the area of {he |argost Of our pressnt
navy vards, and twico the size of the largest yard in
Europe:

by | p;'hf- in'and possessos the nocowsary amonnt of
frontago upon the water, which is a mo.f important
conpideration, and the want of which is one of ihe
preat dolects of sl omr present yards. The waier
flont of the Wand will extend slx miles, furnishing
rcom for mooring in salety all the vesels in our
prerent navy and all we shall be likoly to have for
1LY Yours i’:- come, The nam of money to be saved
in warpln g vesse » In and out of ships when a change
1 thefr postion may be necessary, and in wharinee
avd rent of docks where private property i used,
will Le very gieat In the course of & single year, and,
ol course, greater 1o the lapse of mo and Lhe Deees-
pary sddition fo our navy, By possissing an oxpan-
vive lronfaee, workmen, materinle, and stores can
be visecd o board st the whar! ma'and of brng put
on benro of tencders and trausported into che stieam
as 1o reguired (o Le oone at all ol our yards where
thcre is an inEuMoieney of Noniage, as there /s in o
peculinr degree at tho Philadoiphia yard atibe pre-
sen' Lime.

#f There f= an abundant depth of water for all ot
{he purposes ol Ge¥ernmont, Along the ouler shore
ol l}u- {slund, near to itk edge, nod tor more than
threo milea in jength, there i+ a suflicient depth of
water to flont the larpest clnss o1 war vessels

4 The groatest advaniage of this loeation, and
that which, tnken In connection withh the frontage
and gop'h of water, places it far boyond any rival,
i the lact that the yard would be in water wholly
iresh. it isa woilkeown fuet that iron eorrodes
and decomposes 10 salt much moie 1apidly than in
tresh water, and hence thiat the endurapee of au iron
vesse]l, when sither in serviee or land up in ord i‘nu{,
is much greater an fresh than in salt water, Nor
this all, Iron yossels, when exposed to the achon of
sult water for a consi erabile porfod of time and
especinlly in warm elimmies, besome fou’ by the necu.
mulation of marnne crusfacea, thug not only leseen-
ing thewr speed ana injuring the vessels. bus requiring
them to be taken mto dey=dock 10 be seraped. As
an illustration of this fact, 1he iron biockading vessel
Sonth Carotina, atter a service of nine mouths 1m the
Gull of Mexico, had her speed reduced by the acca.
mulation ol barnacies, ses weed, and olher marine
nuEances, from tweve [0 BiX kno's am hour, re-
quiring her to be seut Nerth 10 e eleaned. Had the

‘Biladelphia navy vard been ina condition to receive
Lor, and complete hor other necessary repais, ner
paseage through the ffeeh water of the Lelaware
river from Now Castle, whioh s practionlly the it
o1 1the »alt woater, wonkd of itsel! have cleaved her
bottom of those impedments, as perfectly as it could
have been done by mechianionl men: s,

“Itis hardly dopbed by any ove that iron vessels
are bereaiter 1o constitute our principal reliance for
hurbor delense, It will unguestionnnly be the policy
ol the Goverumen: to keop these vessols, when not
required ior mciive service, in some secure place,
whiere they wiil be ng httio ha' le to decay as may be,
aud wheree the lamest possible number ¢au be put in
regair, and dispaiched to the threatened points at
the shortest noixe, Expericuce may show Lhe neces-
gity or economr of kevying sueh vessels in dry rlips,
m which cuse e capacity ol 1his 1='and wiul by no
means exeed the neccesities of the Government,
Bhould it be otherwise, and should it be deemed
advisable to dsmantle and moor thom n woet docks
in time o1 pence, the value of League lsiand jor R
nayal stador may be mare corrn auly estimates, when
Iupy thint it 18 1he opinion of naval oficers, and of
scicn ifie exports, what an fron vosse' will lase more
than ten tmes longer In fresh than in salt water.
The United States iron steamer Mickigan was built
n 1844 has been n coutmuovd service in the fresh
water lukes of the North eirhteen years, and has had
no repuirs t0 her bull, whioh 15 a) Bgrﬂni.ly 08 periect
a# it over was, In Falt water er bottom wou.d pro-
bab ¥y Lave Leen destroyed ten vea:s ngo.

“b. (The proximity ol the ieland to o l&rge mari-
fime aud wanvisectuning oity is ons o1 18 pgrearest
advantages for a nava station. ) Whensver an exira
force of mechumies OT CAMIED AFe Jequired, Or an
oxtra wvﬁly of naval slo1es needed, they oan bo pro-
currd mt phiort notice und #t no extra cxpense, It
in well known that whepever such oxtra foreo 1 re-
quired at the Bouthers yaras, neither of which was
uenr & large imdustrial population scoustomed o
such labor, the cost ol procuring the necessary oralls-
men wae much groater than at Chariesto sn, Brook-
Iyn, or Fhiladelphia. The men bad to be trans-
porled at Government expense extra wages were
dimanoed, and the laborers in almost every lustance
were elamorous to be retaned permanently, becanae
of mlieged loes ol mtustions st Lome yor could
sailors be procured st those yards in an emergeuey,
except by expencive process, ata generally consnims
ing weeks of time, 1he value of which eould not be
computed in money, The great sdventages ol a
Goyernment establishment ot this kind 1 proximity
io alarge meéchanical populntion, whose leading
purimit is the iabrication of iron 1 1's vanous forims
avd for its numerous purposes, cannot be over estl-
mated.”

“8, Another consideration of the highest import-
noce is the suscoptibility of League Islund for per-
lect delene againgt foreiem invasion or demestic
mgurrection, The chaunel ot the Delaware, al nough
uflording a sufficient depth of water at all times, 18
£0 parrow and fortuous fur & distanoce of one hun-
dred wlles ot ove its mouth, that & slup 10 the hauds
of nnrl otLer than an expenenced puot, especn'ly
withi tho buoys removed, won'd have the greatest
dificulty in reacnimg P glolita at all. Ii the
present detenses shouid be eonsidered inspfMeciont, o
gingle martelo tower on the edge of the channel,
mounted with an iron turret like that of the moni-
tor, would command the spproach to the 1sland from
the ¥em wrore completely than Fortfe=s Monroe coms
mands Hampton Ronds, or Fort Sumter the aarbor
of Charleston. A suooession of such towers would
cost lers than any one of our larewe coast fortifloa-
tions, 8o far a8 stationary defonses may be r hed
on, there can hurdly be any sys:em more efficient
than this  The miand is even more suscoptible of
dotense avainst a domestic inpurrection, being cut
off trom the Peuneylvane shore by a deep natural
moa! fifty feot in width, No assauit could be made
upon it except by vessels, 1n whieh, of course, the
Government would have such a superiority that no
attempt 10 caplure the yard would ever be hazarded,
even i we suppose that the materisla lor an insur-
rection of that lnd womld ever be found in the
vieimty of ¥htlade phin.

“7, The accessibiity of coal and irom commends
Leapue Isiand very stiongly to our tavor, Situsted
ut the juuctiop of the vaware and Schuylkill
rivers, It is the natural entrepot of the whele anthra-
cite eonl trade o1 the United States, The steam
POWer necessarv to the maivienance of & modern
nayy is here obtainable at tuve smallest cost. FPeun-
sylvama, if not po-seesing the largest iron resources
10 be found in the eonntry, certainly has those re-
sources in by far the nighest state of developwent,
and im ¢'ose proximity to the seaboard. Philndols
phis 18 the great iron-mongering metropols of the
couniry. Her furuaces and shops are numbered by
huporeds, her artiticers by thousands, and her capi-
fal mvyested in the production of iron by mi l'ons.

“H. The fsland 1+ below the bend on the Dalawars,
and heice mamiv out of danger from ico goreos,
trom which the present yard snffors to a cousiders
able extent; and ) ot it should be romarked that the
river Dejaware 15 soldom closed by jee, the only
point on ‘he Atlentic where [rosh water ean be ob.
fwined that in not closed two or three months in the

enr,

“0 It is to be observed, wlio, that the Insu'ar posi-
tion of the propased yard will effee ually ostop cor-
rupt epeculntions in real esiate, so far as the Governs
ment property s conceroed, 1t will be impossib.e
for josbers to besiege Congress, with any degroe of
Plunn_nluy or hope of suceess, to buy the adjomin
ots ut fabulous piices; und I ean hardly conoeive o
any other than an isular posttion whiel wi.l debar
the tnbe of specuimtors and lobb: iste from mil
ohances of sucors: ful axsault upon the Treasury,

“10, The selection of this siie for & navy yard wil
save 10 the Government Just the sum at whioh the
present yard o Fhilado'phia esn be sola, tho esti.
mated yalue of wh ch 1« &1 500 000

Now, sir, these ure the substantinl argumenis
in favor of the measure, These nre the points
on whioh the munthorities opon whom this
House is apecnstomed to rely have long since
come tona definite and satisiactory conclusion;
and hence this messure hus repentedly
recommended to this House by the Beoretary ol
t!ae Navy. Itw pow recommended by the Naval
Committes of 1his House, Now, sir, allow me
to suggest whether It would not be betier shat
those sentlemen who have glven po particular
examination vo the facts upon which this ques-
tion turne, should abide by the deliberate judg-

:M that ‘har
: Londan bil ple m ﬂ:m!la A nivy
yard in which to bu A mﬂ- Why,

ment of the official persons upon whose respon.,
aibility theso recommendations rest, than ‘nal
they should act upon & mere su tlon of
obiection on the part of gentlemen who have in
view the beneit of some other locality. It
siriken me, sir, that the House would not ot
with its wsonl judament amd discretion 10 it
#hould ndopt the latter eoursc.

But, sir, & sabstitiite la pro by the gentle-
man from Connerticul; and here Jet me eay
that upon it faco this substitute would appear
to be ® very fair and equitable proposition; and
if this were an entirely new question, aod a

vestion of un additional vavy yard, mstead of
the change of the site of un existing yard, there
would appear to be & Feﬂ deal of fatrness in
ibat subsiitute., But W gentiemen will but re-
fleot m moment, they will see that the {:ropoﬂl-
tion of the gentleman from Conneetiocut s de-
lusive in its character, It would result merely
in an indefinite postponement of this question;
that is all. It proposes a roving commission to
examine all the waters of the United States tor
an sdditional l:mv;‘ yard. That s not what the
Beeretary ot the Navy desired or recommended
to this House, That is not what the Naval Com-
mittee ol this House have recommended, They
bave recommended the nceeplance of League
Island, which ls offered by the city of Philadel-
phin 6 & munificent gift to the Government,
that the present navy vard at Philadelphia may
be removed thither, ” They do not propose the
ereation of an additional navy yard, but the
substitution ol mnew one for an existing one,

Buppose, sir, that yon appoint your commis.
glon. You do not, by this substitute, glve the
commissioners any authority or power to act,
You leave the matter all at loose ends as it has
been heretofore, A year or perhaps two years
Lhence that commission will make a report,
More probably they will make two reports or
three reports, perhaps a8 many reports us there
arc members of the commisgion. Then how
much progress will you have made in repching
n decision upon this question? None what-
ever.

Besides, sir, as time goes on, new sites not
now thoupht of will pe clamorously pressed for
conalderation, At frst, sir, the proposition to
select Lengue Island was met by an applica-
tion on behalf of New London, urged by the
genlleman Irom Cennecticut, who so well re-
regents the interests of his  constituents,
fTow is It now? Why, sir, rivalinierests huve
sprung up i all quarters. We have sugges-
tiops for new navy yards all along the coast.
Every member thinksthat his Btate must bave
“a finger in the ple.” Our sotion upon this
question I8 made the occasion for a general
seramble for 8 new navy yard, 8ir, nope
this House wilil not give 1ta approval to any
such measure. Veary sure am I that the
oity of Philadelphia, it it had been supposed
that her munificence would be met by such
a genernl scramble, would have been too
proud to muake this offer to the general Goy-
ernment,

SPERCH OF MR, 0'NEILL.

Talk to me about New London harbor! Why
the gentleman’s subsatitute for the bill reported
from the committee and his whole argument
meang New London, and nothing else. 8ir, in
the very entrisnce of the harbor there lg 4 rock,
which ooe off my lellow-travellers, and 1 pre-
sume rom hig knowledge of the locality one of
my {riend's constituente, poioted out to me and
told me wus 80 bad that it wonld take all the
powder in the country to blow it to pleces, and
that it had always been constdered an obstacle
to the commerce of the place. This, of course,
must be removed, and many others, !i:trhnp_-. i
you would locate a navy vard there, These pro-
Jeoting rocks and the hidden ones are indeed
dangerous lo navigation, and 1 find in a news-
paper published only three or four weeks ngo
an account ol an acceident which happened to a
vedsel, exther in coming in or going out, by runs
nidg on to this rock, and & steam veesel af that.
It wes one of the New London line of sound
steamers, the State of Maine. If one of your
Jarge and powerful steamers cannot avoid sucn
an acecident in a hatbor to which it makes fre-
quent trips, how ean you expect naval vesselg,
oceasionally coming into New London, to escape
such dapgers ¥

The members of (his House who were mewm-
bers ol the Thirty-eigchth Congress will perhaps
recollect the discussion that then took plice
upon this subject. The Eentlemnn from CUon-
pecticut now but repeats the same tenor of argw-
ment which he adduced then, He made the
tnme attacks nl:nn the commission which was
appointed by the Seeretary of the Navy; he
made the same attacks even upon fome members
of the commiitee of this House, which was ap-
pointed with & view to conalder this ne well as
ull other matters relating to naval affairs. He
attempied to hold up to scorn and suspicion the
molives of the commission of naval officers who
examined the subject and reported vpon it, and
qt:watiom-d. as he does now, the rullnhlllt( of
their ncts, because they bhappen to have been
born in ¢ertain portions of the eountry. Now,
are these the arguments by which to convince
this House?

I will read you the names of this commission,
and show you bow ncar to Philadelphia or
League Island they were born, and how much
their local inclinations and feelings could be
likely to afléot their judgment, 1 find by the
Navy Register that Commodore Stringbam, now
renr admiral, was born im the State of New
York:; Commodore Gardner was bora in Mary-
lund; I think Commodore Van Bront was born
in the Btate of New York, but I have mot had
time to find his name in the Register; my friend
frum New Yerk (My Pereen) informs me that
he was Lorn In New Jersey, I am pleased to be
corrected, It s not important to this arzument
where they were born, but it is one of the petty
means uked here to create a prejudlce against
the minority of the commission. These are the
geutlemen who gigned the maiority report,
much to the delight of my frend trem Connec-
ticur, Not one of them, however, was a Penn-
sylvanian, Eogineer Sanger was also with the
majority. Massachusetts claims him ns one of
ber sons, 1 will not stop Lo discuss him, my
collesgue (Mr, Kelley) having already done that.

And I assert boldly that it I bad time to look
aover thatreport, I could prove from it, o the
satisfuction of members of the Honse thatlin
every requisite for » naval station for the buld-
ing of iron-clad vessels, for thelr repair, for their
armature, and in all other necessury respects,
the majority of that commission have given a
report in fuvor of League Islaud, T do not mean
to deny that the bowrom of the Delaware river
i8 muddy, as they have said, but L mean to say
that in all the requisiles for a naval station, and
espeorally for & navy of ironclade propelied by
gteam, League Island on the Delaware river is
the best and safest point upon our consf,

Sir, I find appended to the report of the mi-
nority of the commission—and I am sorry to go
over this ground sgain, because I believe these
reports were fully discuseed im the last Con-
gress—the name of Commedere Jobn Marston, &
most worthy officer of the navy; an officer to
whom the gravest responsibilifies have been in-
trusted at various tines; who has commanded
ships and commanded fleets; who, it has been
churged by the gentleman from Connecticuts, is
from Philadelplia, but who was born in Massa-
ehusetlls. Only one of those six gentlemen, mem-
bers of that commission—Protessor Bache—was
i vative of tke oity of Philadelphia,

but, sir, suppose (ho® had all been born in
the city of Philadelphin; suppose that they had
all been born within two miles of League Island;
is it to be Imagined that they, sworn officers of
the Nuvy, would pot perform their duty aright
to the Government? Bir, if there are any men
conneoled with the service to whom I would
intrust a question as to what 1s right or wrong,
what is sultable or upsuitable with referenoe to
the general good of the country, [ would not
hesitate (o plice confidence in the oflicers of our
navy and our army, It seems, to be the study
of theirlives to be governed by the bestan
noblest motives, and prejudice seldom enters
into thelr decision when sny matter I8 offioially
submitted to them.

The gentleman speaks of thiz question having
been before the Honse some fouf years, Why,
#ir, of courge il has been here four years. The
nalural consequénce of the breaking out of the
Rebellion was 1o briug it up a8 & demonstration
of the wants ol the Government in reference to
n su}tulﬂe paval statlon. And hels surprived

al (he members : bor of

glr, the questiop of

been hore “

a8 long an League Island. 1 well recollect read-
ing the discussion in the Thirty-seventh Con-
esn. 11 | remember rightly it came before the
oure towarde tha close of the session by the
report of the Cammiitee on Navnl Aflairs, nod
then the relative merits of Lengue Isiand snd
New Loudon were cvﬁwdend. The supertority of
New London af & location for a naval station
wins then losisted npon, ad Iv has alwave been
inslsted upon, by the gentlman from Conneoti-
cut and representing the Interests of that
Biate, Duripg the lust Congress.he and others,
members and citizens, ur sle olals In every
WAY.
!‘:izr, 1 am not surprived st this, I never
belleved that the eitizens of this country had no
right to impreas thelr vlews upon their Repre-
spentatives, or that those Representatives, if con-
vinced, had no right to urge those views upon
Congress, T think the gentleman and his cond-
jutors {:rfortned no more than their duty by
present 'l the views of thelr constituents on a
question in which they were imterested. But,
r, the olaims of League leland are not to be
reludged by any such argument as that they
I:mrp been heard and prosented tor years.

Mr. Spoaker, there {8 another attempl in my
estimation 1o make tlli‘llcuh{y in this House or to
create prajudice.  The geutieman speaks of the
formation of the Commitiee on Naval Affnirs,
He spenks of it In this Congress, and he refers
toitin the last Congress. No mewber from
Pennsylvania has compiained of the formation
of the Committee on Naval Affairs 1o this Con
grose, the lnst Comgress, or the Thirty-seventh
Congresa, Now, the Committee of the last Con-
gresg reported against League Island, They
copeidered it nnd must have acted on thelr best
judgment. They considered it with the light
which was then thrown on the question. e
have now other information, and I reter to oae
stronez point, the letter of Captain Fox, Assistant
Secretary of the Navy, In regard to the back
channel, The Naval Committee of this session
had this point investigated, and it may have
induced the report of this bill and the recom-
mendation of its passage,

The gentleman from New London has cer-
tiinly urged with great earnestness its; clalme
a¢ the best place for this naval station, But
he has told you nothing in reference to the
indefensibiiity of New London. He endeavors
to stigmatize League [fAand a8 o mud-hole, but
suys nothing of its periect delensibility. He
endeavors to show that the distance of League
Islond from the sea is one hundred miles, For
the sake of his argunment, he makes it twenty
miles more than it veally is. He perhaps has
never truvelled along the Delaware river. He
knows nothing about its distance from the
ocean, | really believe he prefors to remain in
ignorance of everylhing connected with it
1 ¢an In no other way account for lhis well-
worded abuse and depreciation ol ity countless
werits and advantages,

Bul, #ir, let all that go. The gentleman does
not tell you of the ereat defect of New London.
I speank on this question as if the gentleman’s
substitute provided only for the establishment
of o navy yard at New London. 1 look atit in
that way and in no other, One great delect of
his favorite place is the want of fucilities in pro-
curivg labor, The site sngpested is three or
four miles from 4 eoity with a ]u.{mlwlmu which
I will ot #ay s insutlicient to All up a black-
smith shop with skilled workmen, but where
you certainly cannot get a supply of the me-
chanical labor required. It is a coity whioch,
from patural cautes, cannot hold a population
exceeding twelve thossand, You cannot possi-
bly extend lmite g0 as to provide for an in-
c1eased ropula!lou' it being so sur-ounded by
high hills of hard rock that its growth must
forever be impeded, It is not, therefore, a fit-
ting place for the great naval station for such
a navy as the United Statea will require.

But, sir, one great advaniage of League
Island is that an enemy's fleet could not
reach it.

Now, sir, a8 I have saild betors, the proposi-
tion of the gentleman from Connecticut is in
effect a proposition (o establish a navy yard at
New London, and nothing else, The gentleman
cares nothing nbout the proper requisites for
such a great yard, He knows that his loculity
is mot the place for a naval station or the
character desired, His object is to place it in
the harbor of New London, among the rocks,
Sir, thut is no place to build iron-clads; you
cannot get the materinl there out of which to
bwld them without goine to an enormous ex-
penee, and the salt water would corrode them
when built.

Now, & word as to the guestion of filling up
League Island so as to secure o proper fouuda-
tion for the necessary buildings, It will not
cost much, Lhe gentleman suye you must go
to New Jersey for material. Yes, | say you can
go to Red Bank, iIn New Jersey, which 18 imime-
diately opposite, only a mile or two off, and get
as much gravel as {r?u want, and bring it across
the Delaware at a trifling cost. There is plenty
of material coming from the |ron works of
Philadelphin for ﬂll‘m% up that part of it which
the committee terms, I think, “marsh land.” 1
know something about that islund. It happens
1o be in my district, and I bave been upon it
many times. There are five or s1x truck farms
upon it; and there are buildings upon it which
have stood for years,

The gentleman speaks of it as being un un-
henlthy location. Talk to me nbout League
Island not being a healthy location! The gen-
tlemun might as well tell me that one-hulf of my
district is unhealthy, B8ir, I am well acquainted
with the immediale nei#hborhood of the lsland,
and I cun truly say thut I am not mistaken in
denving this charge of want of health. It is
healthy, and inhabited by people who live w0
good 0ld age, and who will be surprised to hear
of 1t beipg sickly,

I want a fair and proper conslderation of the
bill. T am anxious thata proper naval siation
should be selected, and desire the House 10 vote
on this bill understandingly. Let us pass it, and
gtort a great yard, one equal to all the require.
ments ol the country. What is the use of havin
another commiselon appointed? We have ha

commissions heretofore, and in spirte of their

reports Congress has never decided
League Island and never will upon such argu-
ments as have been presented by its enemies,

Why should we distrust the Secretary of the
Navy? Has he any interest in League leland ?
If he felt as the gentleman from Connecticut
does, being from Connecticut, he would esta-
blich this navy yard at New London; and it is
beennse he will not do that that my iriend does
not like the Becretary., Captiin Fox,the Assistant
Becretury, 18, I belleve, & citizenfol Massachu-
gefis, and I think the hepds of nearly all the
bureaus in the Departments are from New Eng-
land; yet I am not unwilling to take their views
on ths subject, T aw not even unwilling to take
the views of Rear Admiral Smith, to some ex-
tent. I know, sir, that those officers of an older
generatlon do not see the titness of the Deluware
tiver for & naval station; for when they held
commands in the Navy suiling ehips only were
used, and it did take some time to comeup to
Philadeipbia. That is the secret of theéir oppo-
sitlon. Well, sir, they have done honor to their
country in their time; but they are passing awny,
and it is too late in the day, after this question
has been so thoroughly disoussed, not only fin
this House and in its Naval Committee, but in
the Nuvy Depurtment, for us to hesitute 1o esia-
blizh & navy yard for iron vessels In a river of
fresh water, with smple depth of channel, near
skilled labor, and near the coal and lron neoes-
siry to be used in their construction, and where
1ee, even in the coldest winters known, is no in.
surmonntuble obstacle. We have an ice boat
which has always kept the chaunel open.

The gentleman has referred to the relative die-
tances of New Loondon aud Philadelphin feom
New York, [do not know where he gets hig
cogrupby or his scale of distances. [ believe

ow London 1s one hundred aod fifty wiles 'rom
Rew York. I know it takes ull night to get
there from that clty in the steamboat; and by
rallrond the distance ls about the same, lor &
takes nearly the whole diy to remch it. Does
the gentlewnnn kuow bow far it 19 from Fhiln-
de!pﬁla to New York? To be sure, going by
steamboat down the Delaware the distsnce may
be a little than from New London to
Néw York, but by rallread comnunication we
are anly ninety miles from the lattor eity.

Why, sir, the geotleman does not know his
map. Let bim look ut It let him megsure « =e
distunces as I have done for the purggse of . »
ing facts to thie House. 50 ns notho den
imagination and guessivg for the sake of suge

ngaiust §
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1 thounld be nehamed of my=ell il 1 thooght I
wan aotuated in this matter by merg loeal inte-
1eetx, 1 belicve thet Lengue Island is the place
for a navy vard, beeause it s 1n every way ac-
cepslble (o everyibing which ls needed to ba
weed for bullding & navy sueh ng wo should have.
W have o channel in front of League lsland ol
tweniy-thres and more in depth. [t is two
and a quarter miles m extent upon the Delnware
river. There is o channel of some eighteen or
twenty feet in depth, and some five-cighths of &
mile in exfent on the Sehuylkill, and also the
back channel, which 1a also iwo and & quarter
miles long, of some tourteen or sixteen leet deep,
which furnishes a great natyral bas'n, 1 am
spenking of the depth of the ohannels at hich
water, of conrse. | believe that this I a place
ig:enaed by nature lor some such purpose ns
hin,

Now, the ronuemsn from Connecticut desires
that we shall go to New London for this navy
yard, where we would have to blast out thou-
sands and thousands of tons of rock in order to
obtain & basin, That, sir, could never be done,
and yet the gentlewman talks about it we the
plice most suitable tor billding ships, but never
mentioning 1ts galt water,

Besides, we all know that we want Jron and
coal for bmlding @ navy; those are the grent
materials to be used in the construction sud for
the molive wer of ron vessels propelled by
steam. And would you go to New Lgndon to
be pear supplies of coal and won'! The gentle.
min cannot show me any line of railrosd or
cann), oxr any means of sccess Lo it, by which
you could reach thoss articles within one hun-
dred miles as near as they are to League Isiand.
He cunnot have the haroihood to attempt
serlously to convince any one that the location
he would select I8 In such cloke proximity to
everything which enters into the completion of
nn“ iron navy as the polol designated in this
bill.

League Tsland les at the mouth of the Schayl-
kin, nt a2 confluence with the Delaware, both
of which 1lvers ure navieable by natore snd by
art, There 8 u canal all the way down the
Sehuy ki), from the Schuylkill coal regions to
withia five miles of League I#land, and the
Reading Railroad running alopg the side ol the
eanal, There s the Lehigh Valley Rajtroad,
connecting at Bethlchem with the North Pean-
gylvania, leading mto the Lehigh conl and iron
reglons. There are also mbans of acgess irom
Lengue lsland into the samwe regions by canal
and tidewater navigation along the Delaware
and Leblgh rivers.

And is timber any nearer to New London than
it is to League lsland? No, sir; the means of
getiing timber to the jormer place are not so
great, For the live osk of the State of Delaware
and the yellow pine of she Carolinas, what are
the means of communication with Leagune
Irland ¥ Besldes the Delaware bay and river,
there is the Delaware Rallroad, which now ex-
tends slmost the entire length ol that sState,
nad before long will be extended into Virginia
along its enstern ghore. And will it be argued
ol League Island, possessing all these advan-
tages, that New London is still nearer to all
these materials than It Why, sir, anywhere,
in any direction, by any mesns of communics.
tion, canal, ruilroad, river, or bay, for any of
the materinls which are so neoessary in the con.
stinction and repar of navel vessels; iron or
wood, League lslind is many miles nearer than
New i_umlgn.

Bir, 1 hope, T believe that ,this House will
decide the guestion upon principles of juslice
and right. e are acling lor the best interests
of the whole country, nd we are urging the

gssuge of this bill because we believe that

ague Island ig the best place tor this naval
atation.

It s¢eme that a great many naval officers who
have looked into the matter within the last two
or three years have changed their minds mate-
rially, 1 dmw under the impression that my con-
stifuent, Commodore Turner, was not a warm
advocste of League Island two years ago., Yet
we have his lotter setting forth the ressons why
it should be preferred, stating among, other
things its healuhfulness and its casy approach,
S0, o, with Commodore Stribling, who, al-
though stationed at Philadelphia, was not at one
time favorable to League Island, vet he has since
written a letter in its tavor: That letter has
been read by my colle @ (Mr. Kellev)., This
is another 1ustration of the change which has
taken place in the views ol prominent naval
officers, oue greal remson being, no doubt, rhe
fmportance of the basin afforded by the back
chuunel, & batin that can be made three hun-
dred and tilty yards wide, and deep enough to
flont the navies ol the world.,

The gentleman from Cownectiont refers often
to the mud of the river Delaware. Well, sir, we
do not pretend to eay that the bottom ol the
river Deluware is of rocks, and we thank Provi-
dence that it is not; tor i it were so, we could
not urge the adoption of League lsland as the
location for the naval station. Bir, we have Lhe
advnntnﬁo of the mud, Il you choose, At bigh
tidle we hove twenty-three feet or more of water
in the channel ot the river Delaware; and we
have besides that six or t-IEht inches of yielding
wud, which does not hinder the progress of u
vessel, The largest vessels of the mavy and of
the merchant service have come not only to
League Island, but to the wharves of the city of
Philadelpbia, 1 know that ih one instaace, a
few yenrs ago, the ship Cathedral was unable to
get into tho port of New York because she could
not get neroes the bar; but thatship wes brought
in sudety to onr wharves,

Ard 1 will «tate also that at one time a projeot
was on foot to bring the Greaf Easlern to Phila-
delphia, o ga.riy agreeing 1o undertake to aecom-
plish it; but the profect was sbandoned, I
behieve, in consequence of some hesitution on
acconnt of the insurance. There is an ample
dipth of water for any vessel. The records of
the Navy Department show that those drawing
the moet water, and haviog the largest arma-
ments, hive not only been at the present Phila-
delphin Navy Yard, but wany of them were
built there, and hayve with ease gone out to sen
through the Delawsre mver und bay, Vessels
propelled by steam sie not delayed, Rix or
seven hours will take them Lo the Capes, and
cven under the mosl adverse clrcumstances of
wind und weniber » salling vessel can make the
tigtnnee in about double that time.

Thisty-tive or forty years ago the foreign com-
merce of this courtry was dong at the wharves
ol the city of Philadelpbia, At that time tuey
wore crowded with shippiog trom all parts of
the worid. That was the emporium for the
Ching trade and the London trude, Tt was not
until the sagacily of Governor De Witt Clinton
supgested the construction of the Eris Cunal
that that trade began to leave that elly and zo
to New York, The Deluware river now, as then,
is of sufliclent depth of channel for efther maor-
chuntmen or national vessels, Noue of either
kind are copstructed, or are likely to be con-
structed, whether of iron or wood, which ¢ in-
not navigate her waters,

But, Mr, Speaker, to return to the question af
detensibility, which 1s, in fact, the lmportant
question, {JOII muset locate your naval stations
in positions where they can be defended at alow
cost. Where |8 (he Jocation that can be s eastiy
defended as the city of Philadelphia and Leazue
Island adjaceut toit? An enemy's ship could
not specesstully moke its way up that river, Iws
very lepgth Is lts defense, There wre the two
detensive works, Fort Delaware and Fort M-
flin. Besides, there are numerous pluces slong
the shore of the river (not high blulls or to vei-
ing mnu.nltnins) ugon which batieries could be
pliced, 1t would be im ible form forelgn
encmy lo spprosch Plaladelphia by sea.  And,
#ir, you could not blockade the civy of Philudel-
phin or Leag :f Island, )

It would tike the combined navies ol the
world for such @ blockade as would prevent
effectual mccess (o or from them. The botiom
ol Delns are bay is composed of yielding mud, so
that you cannol auchor a blockading fleet there,
and you all know iis great width. A blockade
of Philadelphia and League Island to be com.
plete renders a ylockade not only on the Dela-
wile bayv necessury, but also 4 blockade of the
Jersey coast und ol the Chesspenke buy, You
must wso blockade New York. I ropeat, it
wenld lake the combined. nsvies of the world to
do this, Suppose it was ullﬂa‘pl'd. vOu can get
frem League Island to Ne :xl: through the
Delaware and Haritin m&. which has o wiath
and depth sufiioent to enable ne to wmke 4 wonis
Iytll of five hl\:nd_:;e(! }gy im le:' &mnh'm bor.

ou can alsg get thew A e Delaware
ard Chesaponke ssnnl h!ﬂlliﬂ And I up
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peil to my friend from New Jersoy (Mr. Nowell)
thnt to mnke a blockade of 1bhat coist effectunl
you must blockade it entirely, Sull we would &
hinve necess 1o it by the Camden and Atiantic
Rallrond. Thus we would have means of outlet’
for vur moniors by these canals, and we would
huye the whole West 1o furnlsh us with s pro<
ducts, thus rendering a th ‘plockade
lutﬂle and l:luh?iu mll::l. .

engue Island can shown mont -
vertibly, not only 1o be a place of ldrlm
fron-clad vessels, bul also the very best in which
to build up A navy. Now, I judge from what'l
have seen in this House that inots, and fmcts
only, will be listened to, and they seem to me,
as {ar a8 presented; to be an in favor of that
location,

I sny that on the question of defensibility, on
the guettmn of fresh water, on the question of
the depth of water, freedom from ice, and on
the question of cheapness of living, and the
iacility of procuring marerials, vou can find no
place to compare with it, It looks to me ae if
nature planied it there for some gieat national
use, New London s out of the question on
acconnt of salt weter,

All who have examined It state this ss the
grest and msnrmountable objection as far as
‘llmn veesels are concerned. Balt water destroys

wim,

The gentleman from Conneclicut seems ta
suppose that u rocky point I8 the best place for
nnavy yoard, Such 18 not our experience in the
pust, Look at the Brooklyn Navy Yand, most
of which Is mude ground, We do not want to
carry vessels yp a stoep hill or to ent doep
busins thyough solld rock. It is not necessary,
when we have other places which do not require
this enormons expenditure of money, Goto the
Charlestown Navy Ymd, in the distriet of the
Chalrman of the Commttes on Naval Aairs,
and you will tind that & grest portion of it is
nade ground, 1t is necessanly so, for you want
nnnvy for water and not tor land.

At the outset of my remarks I alluded to the
faet thut the gontleman irom Connecticut made
no argument of the defenmbility of New Lon.
don agminst a foreign navy, He could not make
wny such argument, The history of the conntry
points out some fets insreference to the de:
tfenslbllity of that locstion. It could nol resist
a foreign pavy during the war of 1812, whick
blockaded ik »ny wore than during the revolu-
(lonary war, when it was burnt to ashes by the
British, whose fleet and fransports reached #t
in one night's sall, It 18 just as ensy of capture
now ae it was then,

One word about the expense. Why, sir,
8000,000 wae expended in repairimg and l‘ttlnq
out one ship of our Navy. I refer to the Van
derbift. Yet you talk about the cost of con
structing o navy yard at League Island suoh as
no other nation w the world will or oan have
It i 8o clear that I do not think it needs argu-
ment, 1do not think this House would hesi-
tate for one moment in referenge to Lhe expense
when the city of Pliladelphin offers to give to
the Government six hunared aecresof land, I
certamly would not i the land were adjoining
toe present navy yard,

We do not usk fora new navy yard,. We ex-
ot the present one to be transierred to Loagree
sland when completed, The present yard e
noy surrounded by the eity, 1t1a almost in the
cenire of the elty. The Government ean sell it
for probably 1,000,000, although it gontaing
bui fifteen or sixteen acres, and m its slead you
will have a navy jard ol some six bundred acres
in & much better locat'on. We are not asking
for & new navy yard, but only desire that you
will locate one, in fact, but as an extension of
the old yard. 7These six hvnared peres noew
offered asa gift will be worth in & few years
mitlions of dollars to the Government. Com-
merce s pressing down the mver towards Leazue
Island. Wharves for the accommodation of
private business are being built along the baoks
of the Delaware,

8ir, would you select for a naval station New
London hayber, which is famons for nothing byt
its nearnces 1g the oceant We do not wanta
vew navy yard, much less do we want one
loented among rocks and “alt marshes, It ma{
have the proximity to the sea to recommend it
as regards heylrh, but a consumptive could not
live there, and men working hard from morping
until night in the ehops would suffer from the
climate, whereas io the nelfhborhood ol Phila-
delphin they would be hying where health
abounds,

One word as to the defepsibility of League
Island in comparison with New London. T tell
you there is but one way of deciding this ques-
tion, and that 15 upon the facts.. With the natu-
rul and artificisl aetenses in the Delaware river
iu the Revolutionary struegle, it took the British
fleet eight long weeks to get up to Philadelphia,
And 1 will appeal to my Iriend irom Delaware if
it is not true that 1 the war of 1812 time and
apain the Brtish cruisers were driven off the
Capes by our batteries, and yet Commodore De-
catur was ehut ug by blockade of the enemy in
the harbor of New London for weeks npon
weeks with his ship atter he had captured the
Macedonian,

8ir, we need such & navy, as the lesson of the
late Rebellion has taught us, a pavy built of iron,
aud we need a naval riation at a point where we
cannot only build, but equip our iron-clad ves.
gele,  Doeas thie House know thatduring the late
rebellion not oue ship was fully equipped in the
navy yards of the couniry? Now, sir, let ua nave
& yard where we ofn have & foundry, where we
oan makefour ordnance, and evemhmﬁgresl or
small which enters into the completion of a
man-of-war, Look at the losses we have suf-
lered; millions of dollars claimed by contractors
for extra work on vessels and their machinery,

In {he mdet ol the speech of my from

Conpecticut a bill for the relief ol a contractor
lor lces upon the Jdaho i* messaged from the
Benate to the House, We mlr find claims
amounting to twenty or thirty milfion dollars
of this character, all occasioned by want of
proper legisindon on this subject. :
+ In 1862 rhe Becretary of the Navy suggested
In a report, and has made the same suggesiion
in every succegding report, the necessity of
locating & navy yard for iron-clade, and yot
here alter nesrly fve years, with balf a-dozen
or more navy yards, we hayve none fitted for
this purpose. v onght to have a navy worthy
of such heroes as Furruf(ut, Dupont, Winslow
Cuebing, nod others; but we can pever have it
until we select the place st which to bulld the
vissels,

Mr. Epeaker, one word and 1 sm done, As 1
snld belore, 1 started oot to state trcts, and have
endeavored to contine mysell to such. I wish
to say, sir, for mwy collcagaes of the Pennsviva-
nin delegation and for my own more finmediate
colleagues of Philadelphis, that we sre not
urged to the support of this measure by any
local interesta or consideration®, We endeavor
tr do our duty without the prejudice of locality,
If a better site ean be found for this purp ise
anywhere in the country, select it aud esgablish
your naval station theére. Buat let us, tor che
fnke of those who have homored our flag in the
naval rervice, take such measuves as will plyce
the navy vpon a proper iootiug los all time to
come, For this we ask you (o pnss the bill Just
i-ﬂ"hwm reported irom the Committee on Naval
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